Julius Caesar Final Project
Presentation and Due Date: Thursday, February 24, 2011

Now that you have completed reading, hearing, and seeing Julius Caesar, it is time to take what you have learned and put it into your final project. At times this Shakespeare text can be a bit dry to you as a modern day reader, so this is your opportunity to get creative with it!

You will have two choices to make for this project. First, you will choose to create one of the following two projects: a newspaper or a Facebook page. No matter which option you choose, your project will be based on the events, characters, and themes from Julius Caesar. Second, you will choose to work on your own or with ONE other partner. You may choose your own partner, but if it becomes clear that the partnership is not being productive or is distracting others during our time in the computer lab, Miss Janicek reserves the right to have you work on your own. Since you have two minds instead of one, you will also have extra requirements for the project. Also, if you choose to work with a partner, each member of the partnership will be required to fill out the form on the back of this sheet telling Miss Janicek what each partner contributed to the project. **Keep in mind when making these decisions that the project is due on Thursday, giving us only THREE days in class to work on them. This means that you WILL most likely need to do work outside of class, and if you are working with a partner you may need to meet outside of school.
When you come to class with your completed project on Thursday, you will be asked to give a brief, informal presentation of what you have created to the class. This will count as part of your “participation” grade for the project.

This project is worth 40 points and will be graded according to the following aspects:

Participation/Effort: Though this is a project you will be working on individually or with a partner, since you have been given three days in the computer lab to complete it, I expect you to be working during that time. This means that the same expectations for productivity and respect that exist in our classroom apply in the computer lab during this project. If you are working with a partner, the assessment form on the back of this sheet will count towards your participation; if you fail to complete it, you will receive a 0 for Participation/Effort. You can earn up to 10 points in this area.
Content: This is our final project for the Julius Caesar unit, and as such, I expect you to show me what you have learned from reading this play beyond just the basics. Simply summarizing information from the text will not earn you full points in this area—you need to show that you understand the deeper meanings of the text and that you can apply them in different ways. You can earn up to 10 points in this area.
Creativity/Point of View: As you read through the specific requirements for each project option, you will notice that each asks for creativity in your writing and for you to write from the perspectives of characters from the play or Roman citizens from the time period in which the play took place. For you to earn full points in this area, you must demonstrate an understanding of how the characters/citizens would be feeling about the events that take place in the play. Simple summaries will not earn full points. You can earn up to 10 points in this area.
Appearance: Because the formats of both project types rely heavily on their visual appeal, the appearance of your project will also be taken into consideration. Beyond just making sure that you have included all required aspects in your final project, you must also arrange them in a way that is pleasing to the eye and does not distract the viewer from the content. You can earn up to 5 points in this area.
Presentation: After putting so much effort into this project, it deserves some recognition from your peers! You/you and your partner will present your project to the class in 2-3 minutes. The following must be included in your presentation: you will read one of your required aspects to the class, summarize the others, and explain why you chose the events, characters, and themes that you wrote about. You can earn up to 5 points in this area.
Partner and Self Assessment

Your Name: ______________________________

Your Partner’s Name: ______________________________
1. Describe your involvement in the project. What did you contribute to the final project? List specific aspects such as article headlines or the “event.” How did you help your partner?

2. Describe your partner’s involvement in the project. What did your partner contribute to the final project? List specific aspects. How did your partner help you?

3. Do you feel you and your partner shared the responsibilities required for this project equally? Explain why or why not.

4. If you were to work on a similar project in the future, would you choose to work with the same partner, a different part, or on your own? Explain your decision.

Newspaper Option
Choosing this option will allow you to write about the events, characters, and themes from Julius Caesar as a bystander. You will write from the viewpoints of Roman citizens who were present, but not involved, in the events Shakespeare wrote about in Julius Caesar. Use will use Microsoft Publisher to create a newspaper.
Requirements:
An Editorial piece: You will write one paragraph (at least 6 complete sentences) from the perspective of the editor of the newspaper (in first person) expressing his opinion on an event from the play.
*If you are working with a partner, you will need to write 2 paragraphs.

A Report on an Event: You will write two objective paragraphs (at least 6 complete sentences each) in the third person reporting on an important event from the play. Include specific details, including at least one quote, and be sure to explain why this event was important.
A Letter to the Editor: You will write one paragraph (at least 6 sentences) from the perspective of a concerned Roman citizen (in first person) giving his opinion on an event that has occurred or a character in the play.
*If you are working with a partner, you will need to write a one paragraph response from the editor to this concerned citizen giving a counter-opinion.

An Advertisement: Write an advertisement that would appeal to the plebians; be creative!

*If you are working with a partner, you will need to include at least 2 advertisements.
Pictures: Include at least 3 pictures that depict the message of your piece, advertisement, and or newspaper in general.

*If you are working with a partner, you will need to include at least 4 pictures.

General Newspaper Aspects: A name for your newspaper, article headlines, dates, writers’ names, etc.  
**Your Editorial Piece and Event Report must be written in formal English, but the Letter to the Editor may be written less formally.
Facebook Option
Choosing this option will allow you to write about the events, characters, and themes from Julius Caesar as a character in the play. You will write mainly from the viewpoint of one MAJOR character (Caesar, Brutus, or Antony) in the play, but also write short “comments” from the viewpoints of other characters from Julius Caesar. You will use a poster board to create your Facebook page.
Requirements:

A “Note” about an Event: You will write one paragraph (at least 6 complete sentences) from the perspective of your character (in first person) expressing his opinion on an event from the play. Include at least one quote your character said in the play that related to this event.
*If you are working with a partner, you will need to write an additional one paragraph note on a different event.
An “Invitation” to an Event: This requirement comes in two parts:

1. You will write one paragraph (least 6 complete sentences) from the perspective of your character (in first person) inviting others to an important event from the play (set up what the event is—the who, what, when, why—without giving away the ending).
2. You will write 4 separate “comments” from the perspectives of 4 different characters after the event has occurred (this is where you can reflect on the outcome of the event). A “comment” must be at least one complete sentence, and each new comment must add something new (in other words, it cannot simply say “That was awesome!” or agree with the comment above it—it must actually tell us something about the event).

*If you are working with a partner, you will need to write an additional “comment” at least 6 sentences in length explaining your main character’s response to the event after it has occurred.

“Wall Posts” from other characters: You will write at least 4 “wall posts” from the perspectives of 4 different characters. These posts will be written to your main character concerning different events that occur in the play and must be at least 2 sentences long each.
*If you are working with a partner, you will need to write 4 “comments” (one for each wall post) on these posts from the perspective of your main character.

An Advertisement: Write an advertisement that would appeal to your character; be creative!

Pictures: Include a “Profile Picture” for your main character, pictures for his “Friends,” and a picture for the “Invitation.”

General Facebook Aspects: A list of your main character’s “Friends” and their “Info” (relationship status, birthday, work information, etc.). 

**Your “Notes” and “Invitation” must be written in formal English, but the conversations between characters may be written less formally (make sure they are EASY TO UNDERSTAND).
